whole correct, might have introduced some darker shades if he
had been a Christian". But Dr. Sprenger, who is probably better
able than any other European to form an opinion, says, that
ce his dark and bloody fanaticism fills us with horror, and that
his cunning weakens our faith in his honesty of purpose." " Of
his last years," according to the historian of the Roman Empire,
" ambition was the ruling passion; and a politician will suspect
that Jie secretly smiled at the enthusiasm of his youth, and the
credulity of his proselytes." Yet I apprehend that persons who
claim to have revelations from- heaven, though they'may have
occasional misgivings, are more often enthusiasts than hypo-
crites ; and Mohammed's early reception was so discouraging,
that it required a conviction of the reality of his mission to bear
up, so long as he did; against the ridicule of his fellow-citizens.
The result of my own meditation on his character is, that he
believed himself commissioned from above to deliver his
countrymen from the bondage of idolatry, from which he had
contrived, we know not how, to free himself,, and had no
selfish personal consideration in his attempt to recall them
to the pure faith of their presumed progenitor; but that he felt
the difficulties that impeded his progress, and satisfied himself
that the end justified the means. "Probably he, to the end,
regarded himself as a chosen instrument for declaring the unity
of God, in opposition to all who associated with him any other
objegt of worship; and such is the power of self-deception, that
he might fancy himself exempt from the precepts which bound
others. He might also be inconsistent; and, above all, we should
recollect that the correct standard of morals recognised in all
Christian states was iinknown to him,, and that he was not in-
fluenced by the restraining grace of the Holy Spirit. Upon the
whole, I regard him as an enthusiast, with an intellect partially-
disordered; and yet I find it difficult to acquit him of deception,
on consulting the Traditions, for they abound in'answers to
questions on almost every topic of faith or practice: he is
never at a loss, replies without hesitation, and refers to
Gabriel as his informer; and .certainly this readiness, the result